BATTERSEA CHESS CLUB AGM 12/07/16
HELD AT THE BATTERSEA  LABOUR CLUB

MINUTES OF MEETING

Members present: Arnold Hunt; Alan Palmer; Charles Cronin; Vic Rumsey; Howard Groves; Malcolm Dancy; Peter Yusoff; Aldo Camilleri; Adrian Somerfield; Chris Beckett; Leon Watson; Paul Stokes; Tony Ashby; Bill Drennan; Tim Wells; Joe Skielnik; Emil Todorow; Tim Allen; Ben Franklin; Xavier Briche; Apologies were received from Joel Morales, Ali Hill and Richard Fries.
Minutes of last year’s meeting: the minutes were read and agreed to be a true record but for the absence of Howard Groves’ name on the list of those present. Howard said he had definitely been present. This was noted in the minutes.

Matters arising: attention was drawn to the failure of the club to take any action in respect of two items appearing at the top of page 6 in the June 2015 minutes. The items concerned a ‘most improved player’ award and/or a ‘best performance’ award. The failure was acknowledged and noted by the chair. Arnold said the failure indicated the importance of detailing a person to be responsible when action was required.
Chairman’s report

Alan said it had been a good year for the club. All the teams had given a good account of themselves in the two leagues and Leon’s team had won a runners up prize in div 6 of the LCL.. Alan thanked all the officers of the club for their work during the year. He drew attention to the input of Aldo who had initiated a brand new event the Variant Tournament and had also been instrumental in getting two friendly matches against Hammersmith off the ground. The first of these was to be played this Monday 18th July.
Treasurer’s report

Malcolm had brought hard copies of the audited accounts which were available at the meeting. These showed a loss of £92 over the year 2015/2016. Tim Wells asked if there were likely to be any more demands for payments, for example grading fees levied by the English Chess Federation (ECF) in respect of non-ECF-members. Malcolm said any such demands would appear on next year’s accounts. Paul Stokes said that Pimlico as organisers of the Central London Chess League (CLCL) would not ask for grading fees from the club until Pimlico itself was asked for grading fees by the ECF. Joe Skielnik pointed out that club members had expected a larger financial deficit of perhaps £2 - 300 and there had been anxiety on that score. He wondered how it had come about that the deficit was quite a bit less. Malcolm said that some late payments had come in and also that a payment made in June last year had appeared as a payment in this year’s accounts. The audited accounts were accepted on a show of hands.

London Chess League

Battersea 1 captain’s report
Chris said there had been some ups and downs in the team’s fortunes during its first season in division 1. He had made a point of identifying teams likely to be vulnerable such as Wanstead and Woodford who had been promoted alongside Battersea last year and had concentrated forces at those matches. Chris said one of the best results had been to hold the draw against Hackney who had gone on to finish third behind Wood Green and Drunken Knights. In the end the team had done well to win three matches and draw a further two.

Battersea 2 captain’s report
Malcolm reported that the second team had started with a win but had then hit a serious run of loses – so much so that anxieties were once again raised as regards relegation. However, the team had rallied toward the end of the season and in the end had finished a respectable sixth out of the thirteen teams in the third division and had scored five wins, five losses and two draws.

Battersea MA captain’s report
Arnold reported that the team had finished mid table with three wins, two losses and four draws. The best player had been Joel Morales with three wins, two draws and one loss

Battersea MB captain’s report

Leon reported that the team had narrowly missed out on overall victory to the eventual winners Hammersmith. In this team too Joel Morales had done well with three wins, one draw and one loss.

Eastman Cup

Chris said Battersea had done well to win the runners up trophy, the Eastman Plate for the first time in many years. The team had pipped Athenaeum 5.5/4.5 in the play off match for the Plate.
Central London Chess League 
Division 1 captain

Paul said everyone had enjoyed playing chess during the season. The team had ended the season mid table though slightly on the up side with six wins five losses and one draw. There were good performances from Chris Beckett with 2.5/3, from Joe Skielnik with 3.5/4, from Ali with 6/9 and from Paul with 5.5/10   
Division 2 captain

Xavier said the team had finished quite low in the table with four wins and five losses and one defaulted match in a difficult situation. Now there was no longer an upper grading limit the team was often facing stiff opposition. The best individual results were from the captain himself with 4.5 points from eight games.

Alexander Cup (Surrey League)

Chris said we had lost in the first round 6.5/5.5 to a strong Wimbledon team.
Internal tournaments secretary’s report
Ben said the championship was close to a decision with Ali on 5.5/6. The rapid play competition was falling behind though Chris was doing well with six points. There was little progress with the Barrow and the Handicap was also not tempting players to participate. Charles asked if the number of league games the club was playing deterred people from playing in the internal tournaments and that helped to explain the slow progress. Leon remarked that he had played in the Surrey individual competition and in that event you were given a fixture date and a deadline which concentrated the mind wonderfully and this might be a way forward with the internal tournaments. Joe said one of the problems was that no one would default an opponent in these home events. Alan wondered if the club would tolerate a fixed adherence to deadline dates.

Agenda Items (order rearranged)
London Chess League

It was resolved (agenda item (e)) that the club would enter four teams as currently the case in the London Chess League (Battersea 1, Battersea 2 , Battersea MA and Battersea MB). We would also enter a new eight board team in the London Chess League, Division 4 with the understanding that we might drop one of these teams before the actual start of the season. It remained for the committee to decide which of the teams, the MA , the MB or the new eight board, would be dropped. Vic contributed that this would be an acceptable position to take with the London Chess League because it was much easier to drop a team from a projected fixture list than to add one.

It was resolved (agenda item (f)) that the club would enter two teams in the Central London Chess League as usual: in division 1 and division 2.

There was lively discussion (agenda item (h)) regarding the possibility of the club sharing a club night with a local Bridge Club. In its favour was the possibility of financial savings, on the opposing side was the belief that it was highly unlikely to be successful in the end and attempted negotiations might undermine our current relations with the Labour Club. Practical considerations were also an important factor. For example the Bridge Club would require some storage facilities and the Labour Club had often expressed its policy of ‘no storage’ being offered to persons using the club premises. The fact that the chess club was allowed to leave its equipment in a suitcase behind one of the benches was a concession. It was resolved by show of hands not to pursue the idea at this time.
It was resolved (agenda item (a)) that the subscription for full membership would be held at £55.00 (27.50 concession). There would be no reduction for those paying by standing order since that did not differ in kind from paying by simple bank transfer which most of us do. Regarding payment by direct debit this turned out to be not allowed by our bank.
It was resolved (agenda item (d)) that new members may attend the club free for their first three months and thereafter pay £20 or pro rata whichever is lower in cost to the end of the season. If selected to play for one of the teams during their ‘free’ period a £3.00 board fee would be levied in respect of each game played.

It was resolved (agenda item (i)) that Charles Cronin would be made a life member of the club. Tim Allen introduced this proposal and spoke warmly of Charles’ services to the club over many years. He described how Charles had played a part in finding every one of our venues since our long association with the community centre at York Road  had come to an end. Charles had also served a lengthy stretch as treasurer. There was applause when the proposal was carried unanimously.

Election of Officers for the year 2016/2017

Chairman: Alan Palmer was elected unopposed

Treasurer: Malcolm Dancy was elected unopposed

Secretary: the post is unfilled and volunteers are invited to take on this enjoyable role

Auditor: Tony Ashby

Webmaster: Bill Drennan

Tournament secretary: Ben Franklin

London Chess League (LCL)

Battersea 1 captain: Chris Beckett

Battersea 2 captain: Howard Groves (Bill Drennan, back-up)
Battersea 3 captain: Tim Wells (Aldo Camilleri, back-up)
Battersea MA captain: the post is unfilled and volunteers are invited to take on this enjoyable role 

Battersea MB captain: Leon Watson
Central London Chess League (CLCL)

1st team captain: Ali Hill  

2nd team captain: Xavier Briche

Any Other Business

Chris proposed that if an offer to use our website for some appropriate purpose came from an advertiser the committee would have the power to make a decision. Chris recalled that when a profitable offer came from a reputable chess-equipment maker some time ago the opportunity was lost because a decision could not be made quickly. The proposal was carried with a show of hands.

End of meeting 10.30 pm

Minutes prepared by Arnold Hunt July 13th  2016  
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