


BATTERSEA CHESS CLUB



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 30/06/2015




MINUTES OF MEETING

Members present: Alan Palmer; Arnold Hunt; Joe Skielnik; Vic Rumsey; Ali Hill; Bill Drennan; Leon Watson; Paul Stokes; Tim Wells; Adrian Somerfield; David Wigg; Emil Todorow; Eugene Hunyak; Tim Allen; Ben Franklin; Malcolm Dancy; Joel Morales; 

Apologies had been received from Tony Ashby, Richard Fries, Chris Beckett and Charles Cronin.

The minutes of last year’s meeting were agreed to be a true record but for one oversight pointed out by Tim Wells that the post of tournament secretary and the officer occupying the post (Tim Wells) were not mentioned in Para 11 where these facts should have been recorded
Chairman’s Report   
Alan Palmer reflected on the number of years the club had survived in continuous existence – at a hundred and thirty years one of the longest in London if not the longest. He said it had been an excellent year for the club with the first team gaining promotion to division 1 of the London League for the first time in many years. One of the Minor League teams had also won their division. Alan recalled an evening out during the preceding week when a number of members had met for a celebratory meal organised by the first team captain. Alan felt there was a good spirit in the club.

Treasurer’s Report   
Joe Skielnik provided the meeting with audited accounts. He said we had come through the year with a £98.00 ‘profit’. He pointed out however that certain costs would increase in the coming year. In particular the costs associated with the Central London Chess League; these were set to increase and could rise by £50.00 to a total of £250.00 approximately. Joe also drew attention to the number of non-ECF members (ECF = English Chess Fedeation) who were playing games for the club. For each game played by a non-ECF member and submitted to the ECF for grading the club was billed £2.00. This was set to rise to £2.50 per game. Clearly it was advantageous for all members to be also members of the ECF since grading for ECF members was carried out free of charge. The current basic cost of ECF membership was £13.00 a year. Alan Palmer said the he would return to the subject of ECF membership later in the meeting.
Joe Skielnik went on to say the club was considering applying for charitable status. Arnold Hunt interjected to point out that Richard Fries had some knowledge in this area and was willing to help the treasurer prepare the application. Joe concluded by saying he was standing down as treasurer after serving one year. Alan Palmer thanked Joe for the hard work he had put in.
Captains’ reports:
London Chess League 
First team, Battersea 1:  Ali Hill said we had run out clear winners by two whole points in the second division and were looking forward to a season in the first division. Our score was won 10, drawn 1 lost 1. Our board count was a long way ahead of every other team. Ali said our best result had been against Athenaeum at 8.5/1.5 and the worst was our loss against Wanstead and Woodford at 4/6. However, Ali felt that it said something about Battersea’s quality of play during the season that our very worst result was still relatively close at 4/6. Some notable individual results were Adam Bukojemski’s win against FM Alan Hanreck (ECF 213) of Beckenham and Charlton, and Ali Hill’s draw against FM Anthony Stebbings (ECF220) of the same team.
Second team, Battersea 2: Malcolm Dancy said the second team had completed a good season and we had done well to finish fourth in the table. In fact it was our best result since we had won our place in the third division.  Malcolm said it was a considerable improvement on last year when we had spent a large part of the season worrying that we were going to be relegated. Our record this year was won 7, drawn 2, lost 3. There had been eleven defaults.
Third team, Battersea MA: Arnold Hunt said Battersea MA had had a moderately good year finishing midway in the fifth division league table but had been unable to equal last years division-winning record. The outstanding player of the season for Battersea MA was Alexis Solanas, with played four won 4.

Fourth team, Battersea MB:  Leon Watson reported that Battersea MB had had a brilliant season with six wins, four draws and no losses. The team had won the division by one and a half points from their nearest rivals. Once again the outstanding player was Alexis Solanas with played four, won 4. Leon said he had tried to give everyone eligible for this team a game rather than going all out for a win in every match. Leon said there were times when he had struggled to get a team but other times when he had had a surplus of willing players and had to disappoint people. At this point there was some discussion initiated by Bill Drennan regarding the possibility of entering a team in the fourth division as well as or instead of the two minor league teams. Arnold said he felt that the two minor league teams were working well and since there was no promotion or demotion in these divisions the atmosphere was very relaxed. Alan Palmer said it was an idea that could be considered in the future. Vic Rumsey pointed out that a team might be entered in the fourth division since it was relatively easy to withdraw if it was decided even at a late stage not to go ahead with the new team. 
Central London Chess League,
First team: Paul Stokes reported that the Div 1 team had played 12, won 7, drawn 3 and lost 2. The outstanding player was Adam Bukojemski with six wins, two draws and only one loss. The season had been successful and the team had finished in second place near the top of Div 1.

Second team:  Xavier Briche said that the team had finished third out of five teams in the second division of this league. Xavier felt there was a gap of strength in Battersea between grades 160 and 175 and as this was an under-175 grade division Battersea was struggling to improve on its performance. However he felt that third place was a reasonable result. There was general agreement on this and Alan Palmer thanked the two Central London Chess League captains for their work during the season and for achieving these creditable results.
Surrey League  

Alexander Cup    Ali said Battersea had successfully negotiated the first round against Wimbledon but in the second round the team had come up against the eventual winners Redhill. At this match Redhill had produced GM Neil Macdonald (238) on top board and Battersea had gone down 8/2.

London Chess League      
Eastman Cup 

Ali said Battersea had been drawn against Drunken Knights in the first round and had lost. As first round losers Battersea were catapulted through to the final of the Eastman Plate against Mushrooms. This match was also lost.

Alan Palmer thanked all the captains for their reports.

Tournament Secretary’s Report 
Tim Wells said the Championship still had a few games to play and the rapid play tournament was far from complete. At the moment Chris Beckett is winning his section and Ali Hill is winning his section. Tim said the Barrow tournament had come to a grinding halt. There were in any case only four participants playing a double round robin. Leon said he was probably withdrawing from the Barrow. Alan Palmer thanked Tim for the efforts he had put into organising the various internal tournaments. Tim confirmed that he is stepping down from the post of Tournament Secretary.
Election of Club Officers   
(a) Alan Palmer will serve another term as Chairman

(b) Arnold Hunt will serve another term as secretary

(c) Malcolm Dancy will be the new treasurer. Joe Skielnik said he would assist Malcolm with the hand over of responsibility. Alan also said he would help as he had accounting experience.

(d) It was assumed in his absence that Chris Beckett would serve another term as captain of Battersea 1 playing in the first division of the London Chess league.

(e) There were no volunteers to captain the second team Battersea 2. The post therefore remains open. Arnold Hunt said he would make enquiries of players not present at the AGM. 

(f) Arnold will captain Battersea MA in division 5 of the London Chess League

(g) Leon Watson will captain Battersea MB in division 6 of the London Chess League.
(h) Paul Stokes will captain the first division, five-board team in the Central London Chess League.   
(i)  Xavier Briche will captain the second division, five-board team in the Central London Chess League

(j) Bill Drennan will take over as Webmaster. Ben Franklin the outgoing webmaster will assist with the transfer of responsibility.

(k) Ben Franklin will be Tournament Secretary, taking over from Tim Wells who is stepping down from the post.

(l) Arnold Hunt and Alan Palmer will jointly act as equipment officers

ECF (English Chess Federation)  

Alan Palmer had said he would return to this subject and now he did so. Alan reminded the meeting that all club members who wished to play in the league teams or the internal tournaments should also be members of the ECF. Alan said it was fair that no demand to join the ECF should be made of members joining midway through the season and paying a pro rata subscription to club funds. In this case the grading cost of £2.50 per game would be covered by the club. However, if the member stayed with the club and paid a full subscription from August 1, and, if they wished to play for the club or participate in the internal tournaments then they should join the ECF, failing which they should not be allowed to play for the club or take part in the internal tournaments.
Proposals for consideration by the AGM   

(1) that the subscription for the year 2015/2016 should remain at £55.00 (full) and £27.50 (concession) as recommended by the outgoing treasurer. This was passed with no objections.

(2) that the two teams playing in the Central London Chess League should be given names. The proposal was made by Arnold Hunt and seconded by Malcolm Dancy. Arnold said the thinking behind this proposal was that the two teams playing in the Central London Chess League styled themselves Battersea 1 and Battersea 2 (i.e. the same as when they played in the longer established London Chess League). Arnold felt this was confusing for new members. He suggested that when the teams played in the Central London Chess League they be called Battersea Eagles (rather than Battersea 1) and Battersea Falcons (rather than Battersea 2). This proposal did not find a great deal of support among members. One member said it was silly. The proposal was defeated 11 votes to 5.

(3) that a trophy be awarded at the end of each season to the ‘most improved player’. Arnold Hunt pointed out that a recently joined member had carved a handsome wood trophy that would make an excellent award. The proposal was passed unanimously. Action:  Arnold would speak to Aldo Camilleri the member referred to above.
AOB 
Vic Rumsey would like to see a Best Performance prize based on number of games won and points scored rather than on, for example, percentages. Vic had prepared a detailed lay out of how this might work and he submitted a document to the chair for consideration by committee members.
Alan Palmer thanked members for attending.    
End of Meeting 

Minutes prepared by Arnold Hunt (Secretary)
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